
Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

Matthew 3:1-2:  “In those days  

John the Baptist came,  preach-
ing in the Desert of Judea and 

saying,  ‘Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is near.’” 

Every year during Advent we 
hear of John the Baptizer;  a 

unique character,  although as 

far as Bible “characters” go,  he 

was par for the course. Evangelists 

sometimes have stood and 
preached in some strange and un-

productive places.  In a New York 

subway, a man recently tried to 

preach to morning commuters as 
they came and went. 

You can imagine him 

lifting up his voice above 

the train noises as he 
declared the words of 

Isaiah, “Seek the Lord 

while He may be 

found!” (55:6)  You might 
also imagine some of the 

thoughts of those hear-

ing him: “what a strange 

place for a preacher,” 
and “nobody’s listening to you, 

buddy.” 

We might wonder the same things 
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Immanuel 

Lutheran 
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We, the people of 

Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, in joyful 

response to all that 

our gracious God has 

done for us, seek to 

glorify God by 

bringing the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ to all 

people. 
 

We have GOOD 

NEWS! Jesus is 

ALIVE and LOVES 

YOU! 

 
Immanuel 

Lutheran 

School  
 

Where Faith & 

Education Meet 
 

A Child nurtured in 

a Christian Lutheran 

setting will be 

Prepared to live a 

Joyful, productive, 

God-pleasing Life. 
 

Quality Christian 

education open to 

all children 

Preschool through 

Grade 8 

 

From Pastor Vrudny 

And they will call Him 

Immanuel - 

“God With Us” 

Matthew 1:23 

“ G o d  W i t h  U s ”  

Contact information for Pastor Vrudny: pastorvrudny@gmail.com or 

Cell: 612-390-4935 and Home: 218-547-4720 

 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’, John the Baptizer, Matthew 3:3b 

How are your Christmas preparations coming? House cleaned? Tree trimmed? 
Gifts wrapped? Laundry done? Food made? Christmas cards addressed? Surely it 
seems that there is so much to do! Are you getting stressed out trying to get every-
thing ready?  

As I was thinking about John the Baptist’s message above, I was trying to imagine 
what he would be telling me to do today. After all, we are in the season of Ad-

vent—a time of preparing for the Lord to come again. What do I need to do to prepare His way. How 
should I make His paths straight? I really don’t think John would be telling me to get my tree trimmed and 
my laundry done. Maybe he would be telling me to clean out my heart, and to open my ears to the beauti-
ful message of good news for all mankind. Maybe he would be telling me to clear the pathway to my heart 
from all distractions. It’s kind of fun to imagine a camel hair clothed man with “locust breath” talking to 
me today. I guess that’s just what he is doing right from God’s Word. Am I ready? Are you? 

It is my hope and prayer that you will join me this year by taking the time to listen to the good news. A 
Savior is born. And His name is Jesus. And He is the Very One that is coming back soon to bring us to cele-
brate a true feast—the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. And I know that His house will be prepared, and the 
food just right! Let’s get ready together. And I can say, HALLELUJAH to that! Merry Christmas everyone! 

-Pam’s Thoughts   

about John, who was trying to 

get people to listen while his 

“pulpit” was in a desert, or 
wilderness area where nobody 

lived.  We think:  Surely he 

would’ve had more ears and 

success talking to 
the multitudes 

passing a Jerusalem 

street corner! I 

guess it helps to 
keep in mind that 

John was “sent”, 

and was not doing 

the choosing;  it 
was the right place. 

Surprisingly, great 

crowds came to 

him there  “from Jerusalem 
and all Judea and the whole 

Continued on page 3 

Are You Ready? 
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Sunday Worship—We worship God each Sunday at 9:00 AM and celebrate The Lord’s Supper 

the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month. Remember to invite your family member, your new neigh-
bor or a friend to worship with you. You are welcome, wanted and needed! 

Lutheran Hour Ministries—Lutheran Hour Ministries can be heard on Sunday mornings at 
6:05 AM on WCCO 830, 12:30 PM on KDHL 920, or 5 PM Sundays on KTIG 102.7. 

The Lutheran Hour Ministries has expanded into additional markets. The Lutheran Hour is 

now available: online, MP3, Podcast, Sirius XM Satellite Radio.  For local broadcast infor-
mation visit www.lutheranhour.org 

College Students—Students don’t leave home without Him!  Connect with your Campus 

Church now or contact: www.lcmscampus.org. 

Christmas Eve Worship at 7pm 

Christmas Day Worship at 10 am 

Will You Help? Stop by the bulletin board 

in the entry hall to read ways to help sup-
port our church. Immanuel receives many 

small to medium sized bills during the 

month. Some larger bills have been divid-

ed into smaller amounts in order to en-
courage members to “chip in". The Board 

of Stewardship would like to thank those 

who have helped already and would like to ask the rest of the 

congregation, “Will You Help, too?” 
 

The Endowment Fund for Immanuel Lutheran Church and 

School has been set up at the First National Bank in Walker. If 
you are interested in contributing to this fund, serving on the 

governing board for this fund, or want more information, stop in 

the office. 
 

LCEF is a Place to Grow: Have you ever considered how you 
might help where individuals and ministries come together to 
grow in the Lord? Lutheran Church Extension Fund makes availa-
ble resources and services that are used to equip Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) ministries as they embrace God's 
plan. These tools are all made possible through competitive-rate 
investments.  

 

The church could use Lemonade. 

Thanks to all who continue to contribute! 

 

 

Opportunity For Supporting Our Church 

Opportunities For Worship 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Join us for Sunday morning 

Bible study choices!  First—a study on the morning Gospel 
reading prior to worship at 8:30 am in the back of 

the church. Then fill up your coffee cup and join a 

group right after Sunday Worship from 10:30—

11:30, in the Fellowship Hall. Your input is valued. 
You will be blessed and be a blessing to us! 

Youth Study: 5th—12th Graders meet by the 

Church Library after church each Sunday—except 

during summer months. 

Men's Bible Study each Thursday morning at 8 

am in the back of the sanctuary. All men are encouraged 

and invited to attend. 

Opportunity For Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study every Thursday morning at 8 am, meeting 

now at the church library. We’re excited to have you join us as 

we share God’s Word and fellowship with one 
another.  

E-DiBS will electronically deliver to you a daily 

Bible study where we will go book by book, verse 

by verse and have a short explanation and applica-

tion for better understanding. Sign up by con-
tacting the Church office by phone, email or in 

person. This service is free because of a generous 

donation. For more information visit: www.e-

dibs.org.  

 

http://www.lcmscampus.org
http://www.e-dibs.org
http://www.e-dibs.org
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Health Concerns & Other Issues:  

 John Alleman Family (friends of Pastor & Bonnie) 

 Andy Arnold 

 Pastor Bitz and Family 

 Gary Carlson (family friend of Joel & Barb Vinkemeier) 

 Bruce Crandell (brother of Sharon Gutheridge) 

 Tony Donnell 

 Jim Eklund 

 Michael Hannegraf (friend of Ralph & Barb Jankovich) 

 Darrell Iverson (brother of Lavonne Keske)  

 Sherman Jensen 

 Delores Kastning 

 Della Lembke (at Golden Living Center) 

 Carla Morgenstern (friend of Darin & Corina Bronczyk) 

 Paul Nagel (brother of Mike Nagel) 

 Deborah Peterson (Mike Keske’s sister) 

 The Salvhus Family 

 Leroy Strand 

Leona Strand (at Golden Living Center) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving:  

 Floyd Caster, Rev. Jim Lauer, & Jim Loewen 
 

Prayer of Remembrance: For the families who have had  
loved ones who have passed away.  

Missions: Immanuel Lutheran 
School, Missions of the LCMS Church, 
Orphan Grain Train 

 

“In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance, 
without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God’s part.” - Matthew 6:14-15 (TMSG) 

Continued from page 1 

Prayer Corner 

region of the Jordan,” says Matthew. (3:5)  

The people confessed their sins and were 

baptized by John in the river Jordan;  bap-
tized into the promise and person of the 

coming Savior. 

That wilderness 

was the right 
place because 

John had a defi-

nite and partic-

ular calling.  He 
was the fore-

runner of Jesus. 

He was the cho-

sen herald who 
announced the 

presence of the Messiah in the person of 

Jesus of Nazareth.  John was, as Isaiah was 

chosen to foretell,  “the voice of the one 
calling….in the wilderness.” (40:3)  The 

prophet Malachi likewise had referred to 

the forerunner as the messenger who 

would prepare the way for the Messiah—
our rescuing God and Savior. 

John the Baptist and Jesus were distant 

relatives but may not have been very 

closely acquainted with each other in 
the years leading up to this time.  Yet,  

in their “relationship” they each knew 

exactly where they stood. Never would 

John presume to be 
the Messiah himself,  

as some had suggest-

ed;  I suppose be-

cause he could draw 
such a crowd.  Instead 

he testified to his own 

disciples (students) as 

he pointed to Jesus 
saying, “Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world.”  And, “He must increase, but 

I must decrease.” (Jn1:29;3:30)  And 
even though Jesus was the Great Son 

and Savior,  he was also the humble 

Messiah  who pointed out to the crowd 

the faithfulness of His forerunner,  
“Among those born of women there has 

not risen anyone greater than John the 

Baptist.” (Mt.11:11)  

John was Christ’s Advent “advance 
man.”  During this advent season we do 

not need to find the “wilderness” so 

that we can hear that good news.  By 

the Holy Scriptures,  John will come 
among us to preach; and we’ll wisely 

listen again to his Gospel-filled sermon, 

and have our eyes and hearts turned 

toward Jesus, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith.  As those before you who 

went to hear John,  come and hear and 

be blessed!      --- pastor vrudny 

“John was Christ’s Advent 

‘advance man.’… By holy 

scriptures, John will come 

among us to preach. 

“How many observe Christ's birthday! How few, His precepts!”  
― Benjamin Franklin  



through His Word.  Instead of uttering a 

quick, “Morning. How are you?” we might 

actually take a few minutes to wait for 

the answer and offer encouragement and 

maybe even pray with a colleague, a 

friend, a family member.  Instead of 

setting our own schedules, we might ask 

God to teach us to number our days so 

that we can go ahead in His wisdom 

(Psalm 90:12).  What other good habits 

could we establish if we focused on “our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 

rich, yet for [our] sake[s] He became 

poor, so that [we] by His poverty might 

become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9)?  

Never in Scripture do we read of Jesus 

turning anyone away because He was 

too busy (and we would say He was), 

He had someplace He needed 

to be (and He did), or He was 

too tired (and Scripture tells 

us that Jesus grew weary).  

No, He always had room for 

that person who needed Him, 

just as He has room for each 

of us with our needs and 

sorrows and joys. 

Do you have room?  By His 

grace, God will warm our cold 

hearts and give us the desire 

to be His stewards with room 

in our day to serve Him, room 

in our finances to give what is 

needed, room in our lives for 

Him to work His will in and 

through us. 

Blessings on your stewardship journey! 
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Do You Have Room? 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn Son 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the 

inn” (Luke 2:7).  As these 

familiar words are read every 

Christmas, we repeat them in 

our minds.  Having heard 

them so often, we know them 

by heart.  And every year, 

pastors try to come up with 

novel thoughts about an age-

old story.  Sadly, as much as 

we love to hear the story, we 

too often put it out of our 

thoughts as soon as we put up 

the calendar for the new year.  

Like the infamous innkeeper, 

we cannot find room for the 

newborn Baby. 

We are creatures of habit, 

and it seems that it’s quite difficult to 

change old habits, most of them not very 

beneficial.  If we keep our focus on that 

simple message, though, we might be able 

to create new habits.  Instead of hurriedly 

scanning our devotions for the day, we 

might make it a habit to remind ourselves 

that it is God Himself speaking to us 

Stewardship 

Finances 

Church Finance 
 

General Offerings: 
October Offerings                   $8,605.40 
Total Expenses                          9,887.79 
Shortage                                  $1,282.39 

  
Building Fund: 

October Offerings                     $1,215.00 
Mortgage Payment                     2,227.63 
Shortage                                    $1,012.63    

School Finances 
9/1/14-9/30/14 income  $13,107.63 
9/1/14-9/30/14 expense  $10,796.30 

(Actual income & expense – loan amounts removed) 
Lines of credit balance owed as of 10/6/14  $12,800 
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  LWML Update 

Men of Immanuel 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League):  
We have enjoyed a wonderful year of fellow-
ship, ministry, and most of all, watching our 
“mites” work in ways that only God could bring 
about. Those little “mites” are a major part of 
our international ministry. We watch how those 
coins multiply like the “loaves and the fish” to 
complete major projects all throughout the 
world. It is always purposeful and exciting to be 

a part of God’s work not only in our community, 
but around the world! We welcome every wom-
an to our monthly meetings.  
 

The next meeting is going to be on Tuesday, De-
cember 16 at 3pm at Golden Living Center. (That 
way Della & Leona can join us!) The LWML Ladies 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Men Of Immanuel— Serving Schedule 2015 
 

Date           Servers 
 

Jan. 10, 2015        Tim Duin 682 3795  &   Jack Hopen 547 1792 

Feb. 14, 2015       Ed Thue 836 2286  &  Dick Kruger 682 3300 

Mar. 14, 2015       Mike Keske 682 3824  &  Joel Vinkemeier 547 6733 

April 5, 2015  Easter Breakfast  7—8:45 am 

Apr. 11, 2015        Will Pehling 547 3173 &  Darrin Bronczyk 547 

May 2, 2015        Vern Black 218 209 1082  & George Johnson 218 536 0666 (Fishing opener May 9) 

June 6, 2015        Duane Payne 547 0746  &  Dale Ross 547 2507    

June 7, 2015     Chicken Dinner  11 am—1 pm   

July 11, 2015      Joel Vinkemeier 547 6733  &  Duane Payne 547 0746 

Aug. 08, 2015      Will Pehling 547 3173  &  Darrin Bronczyk 224 3116 

August 30, 2015    Summer’s End Hog Roast Dinner  11 am—1 pm  

Sep. 12, 2015      Vern Black 218 209 1082  & Mike Keske 682 3824 

Oct. 10, 2015      Glen Bakeberg 547 2975  &  George Johnson 218 536 0666 

Nov. 07, 2015      Dale Ross 547 2507  &  Gordy Dahn 547 3083 (Hunting opener Nov. 14) 

Dec.    2015        Christmas Party 

Dec. 2, 2015   Advent Meal 

Dec. 9, 2015  Advent Meal 

Dec. 16, 2015  Advent Meal 

Dec. 23, 2015  Advent Meal 
 

If You Are Unable/Unwilling To Serve, Try To Trade With Someone  

Or Call Rick 547-2354  - Or Duane 547-0746    

                Submitted By: Duane Payne 547-0746   

 Plan on joining the Men of Immanuel at their Christmas party on December 4th at Charlie’s Up North. Happy hour 

is at 6 pm and supper is at 7 pm, everyone is invited, be sure and sign up in the office.   

 The Men of Immanuel will be serving all the Advent meals on Wednesday, December 3, 10 & 17 at 6 pm followed by Worship 

at 7 pm.   

 Next Breakfast Meeting Date Saturday, January10, 2014.  All the Men of the congregation are invited and encouraged to come 

and enjoy the breakfast fellowship  
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We had our November Church Council meeting.  Pastor Vrudny 

reported on some of his activities over the last month.  How re-

assuring and exciting to see what is happening.  Isn’t 
it wonderful to have him working with us in God’s 

kingdom? 

The Property and Casualty insurance for Immanuel 

expires on 11/15/14.  The Council received a presen-
tation analyzing three quotes from three different 

insurance companies.  Pat Kastning served as the 

agent for one of the programs.  The results were that 

the Council was able to award the business to the 
program Pat represents.  It is always good to have a congrega-

tion member involved if at all possible and we are pleased that it 

worked out in this instance.  Thank you Pat for your efforts! 

As we approach the end of the calendar year, we are indeed 
thankful for the committed work of two of our Council mem-

bers.  Barb Vinkemeier has given unselfishly of her time and tal-

ent as our Financial Secretary over the last 4 years.  Part of the 

reason all of the financial reporting and contribution allocation 

has gone so smoothly is because of Barb’s efforts.  Thank You 

Barb for all your work!  We are thankful to Marilyn Black for 

agreeing to serve as Barb’s replacement.   

The other Council member who deserves our 

recognition and thanks is Holly Zubke who has 

served as our Church Secretary.  Holly attends the 

Council and congregation meetings, takes the 
minutes and also serves as one of the Officers of 

our church.  Thank You Holly for your work over the 

last 4 years.  We are also thankful to Karen Zellner 

for agreeing to serve as Holly’s replacement. 

A huge THANK YOU to all of our members who have served their 

Lord over the last year.  It is indeed gratifying to see what is go-

ing on in our church and school through the efforts of all of our 

members and supporters.  Thank you Lord for providing them to 
our church. 

In His and your service, Tim Duin 

From the Congregation President 

 

Secret Servants 

Thank you, Peggy Schmidtke! Peggy has made “pie dough balls” for about 400 pies (so far) for the school pie 

sale fundraiser! Holly says the school is about on track, having sold around 400 pies so far, on toward about 600 pies by 

the end of Christmas! There have been more “pie helpers” than can be named. It’s not just the school who is watching! 
Peggy, you are wonderful! 

Thank you, Meg Duin! Meg keeps the seasonal decorating look so wonderful! Our Fellowship Hall is always adorned with 

the appropriate quilts and accessories, the beautiful Word Art, and the altar so beautiful for Thanksgiving, etc. Meg always says 
that the church should be treated as our own home. And she is the first one to set the example. Thank you, Meg.  

Yes, God is keeping track of the “good deeds” you do in private. However, if you see someone doing something “in secret”, let the 
church office know so we can all say thank you! The smallest thing you do is GREATLY appreciated! YOU are appreciated! 

Nicholas was born of wealthy parents in 

A.D. 280 in a small town called Patara in 

Asia Minor. He lost his parents early by an 
epidemic but not be-

fore they had instilled 

in him the gift of faith. 

Then little Nicholas 
went to Myra and 

lived there a life full of 

sacrifice and love and 

the spirit of Jesus. 
Nicholas became so 

Christlike that when 

the town needed a 

bishop he was elect-
ed. He was imprisoned for his faith by 

Emperor Diocletian and released later by 

Emperor Constantine.  

There have been many stories of his gen-

erosity and compassion: how he begged 
for food for the poor, and 

how he would give girls 

money so that they would 

have a dowry to get a hus-
band. The story most often 

repeated was about how 

he would don a disguise 

and go out and give gifts to 
poor children. He gave 

away everything he had.  

In the year 314, he died. 

His body was later moved to Italy where 
his remains are to this day. But the story 

of Nicholas has spread around the world. 

There are more churches in the world 

named after St. Nicholas than any other 
person in all the history of the church. Oh, 

people have done strange things to him. 

The poet, Clement More, gave him a red 

nose and eight tiny reindeer. And Thomas 
Nast, the illustrator, made him big and fat 

and gave him a red suit trimmed by fur. 

And others have given him names—

Belsnickle, Kris Kringle, Santa Claus. But 
what’s important about him is that he had 

the mind of Christ. Because of his gentle 

selfless love, he touched the whole world. 

And this same mind of Christ is to be in 
us. 

One Good Word For Santa 
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RECYCLING: Immanuel School can now re-
cycle your old cell phones. Just drop them at 
the office or deposit them with the ink jet 
cartridges. 
 
On-Line Search: Immanuel School has 
signed up as a charity on 
www.goodsearch.com. Every time you use 
this search engine, they donate 1 cent to our 
school. Please choose Immanuel Lutheran 
School as your charity when it asks you, 
“Who do you “Goodsearch” for?” 

Scrip Orders:  The school’s 
scrip program is a great way 
for parents, grandparents, 
family and friends to help 
pay for tuition! 50% of each 

scrip order’s profit may be designated to-
ward a student’s tuition. Many retailers par-
ticipate in the gift card program and also 
offer ScripNow, where certificates can be 
downloaded from your account through or-
ders placed online at 
www.shopwithscrip.com. Scrip packets are 
available by the office. New order deadline: 
10th of each month. Contact Angela Bitz 
(547-1330) or Kelly Schmidtke (547-1080) 
with any questions. 

Opportunities to Support Our School 

Order your pies NOW for Christmas!! Pastor Vrudny and 

daughter, Eve are pictured to the right, as a part of the “Pie 
Helper” team. I’ve heard that about 400 pies have been sold 

so far, about on track for last year’s record of about 600 pies 

by Christmas! Oh my goodness! Not enough room here to 

thank all the helpers for their efforts!  

Just so you know, those pies are all “home made” with deli-

cious fillings, and Peggy Schmidtke’s special pie dough! What 

a wonderful way for the school to raise funds. And what a 

wonderful way for our community to benefit from delicious 
pies just in time for our Thanksgiving and Christmas enter-

taining and fellowship!  

MANY THANKS to ALL!! 



P a g e  8  

Walker Area Pregnancy Support Center 

LIFE. Join us in building a “wall of 

hope” in Walker and around the world. 

The Walker Area Pregnancy Support Center exists to provide 

physical and spiritual life 

affirming choices for women 

and families facing an un-

planned pregnancy. 

Please be in prayer for 

women making the toughest 

decision of their lives…and 

one that will affect them for 

the rest of their lives, no 

matter what they choose. 

Pray for them to come to 

know and trust God with 

their future and their child’s 

life. 

Plans for the New Year: 

 Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is January 18, 2015  

 Annual Spring Fundraising Banquet!  

                Save this date-April 22, 2015. 

 Advertising 2015 - We are working on a plan to have 

some smaller size billboards on our main highways so 

more young people will be made aware of our confiden-

tial services.  

 Looking forward to many more opportunities to speak to 

area church groups, and to present our message of 

‘hope’  to those we serve. 

 

Attention Anyone Who Shops at any Teal’s Market Loca-

tion! PLEASE give us your original receipts, we send them in 

and Teals will make a 1% donation to the Walker Area Preg-

nancy Support Center. An AMAZING gift to us!!!! 

Amazon Smile: Anyone who signs up for Amazon Smile and 

chooses us as their Charity, will 

automatically contribute 0.5% if 

their purchase of most items to 

our Center. You can sign up 

at: http://smile.amazon.com 

“LIKE” us on Facebook: Please 

find us on Facebook for ministry 

updates and then be sure to 

“Like” us.’ 

Prayer Partner: If you would like 

your email to be included in our 

list of Monthly prayer calendars 

(and impromptu prayer concerns 

throughout the month) please 

email: walkerpsc@arvig.net. 

Volunteer Training: A Fall Volunteer Training has been com-

pleted. We thank God for willing volunteers that help keep 

our center available to those with needs. 

Location: The pregnancy center is located at 507 Front 

Street in Walker. Hours: Monday through Thursday, 11 AM 

to 4PM.  Our phone is: 218-547-LIFE (5433) and our email is: 

walkerpsc@arvig.net. 

Thanking God for His Gift of Life!  

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year! 

For your information, here is an update on the “40 Days For Life” campaign for the 2014 Fall Campaign: 

As this 40 Days for Life campaign comes to an end, we have reports of 546 babies saved from abortion – that we know of! 

And keep in mind that these aren’t just numbers. 

That’s 546 individual human beings … and their moms … and their dads … and grandparents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cous-

ins. Each time a mother says “yes” to life, the impact is profound. 

God worked through so many faithful people during this campaign and that work goes on far beyond Day 40. 
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December Celebrations 

Anniversaries 

 

12/3 Dick & Pam Kruger (37 years) 

12/23 Kevin & Cindy Schmidtke (8 years) 

12/28 Jack & Kathi Hopen (51 years) 

12/30 Harry & Debra Entwistle (18 Years) 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

12/2 Briella Stangel (3) 

12/9 Daisy Schmidtke (6) 

12/11 Ella Hopen (8) 

12/11 Austin Salvhus (7) 

12/11 Deb Thompson 

12/15 Gerald Eklund 

12/15 Jim Kolar 

12/15 Michael Vinkemeier 

12/16 Kimberly Gravett 

12/17 Neil Butenschoen 

12/17 Leona Strand (90) 

12/18 Melissa Kimmerle 

12/24 TJ Anderson 

We want to include YOU!   
Please let the office know your special days  

so we can celebrate with you! 

 

Men of Immanuel Breakfast 
Next Breakfast Meeting  

Saturday, January10, 2014 

Lou Eckhoff has purchased a town home.   
His address is:  

914 Crossings Way, Delano, MN 55328,  
Home Phone is 763-972-4068 

Advent Meals 
The Men of Immanuel will be serv-
ing  Advent meals on Wednesdays 

December 3, 10 & 17 at 6 pm  
followed by Worship at 7 pm.   

Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Worship at 7 pm 
Christmas Day Worship at 10 am  

with Communion 

ALL WELCOME! 
 Men of Immanuel  

Christmas Party  
December 4th 
Charlie’s Up North 

Happy Hour 6 pm & Supper 7 pm 
Sign up in the office! 

Note:  
No Women’s Bible Study  

during December! 

Congratulations! 
Eve Vrundy & New Fiancé Kody 

Who were very recently engaged! 

Welcome to the Immanuel Family! 
 

Kim Myers & Son Johnathon Myers  
from Immanuel Lutheran Church in Courtland, MN. 

 

Pastor Vrudny and wife Bonnie 
 with their daughter Eve. 

There was once a family that celebrated 
Christmas every year with a birthday par-
ty for Jesus. An extra chair of honor at 
the table became the family’s reminder 
of Jesus’ presence. A cake with candles, 
along with the singing of “Happy Birth-
day” expressed the family’s joy in Jesus 
presence. One year a Christmas after-

noon visitor asked five-year-old Ruth, “Did you get everything 
you wanted for Christmas?” After a moment’s hesitation, she 
answered, “No, but then it’s not my birthday!” 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2014 
1:00 & 7:00 

 

The town of Centerville is preparing their annual 
Christmas Extravaganza–but this year it’s going 

to be bigger and better than ever, a real over-the-

top display. The excitement is off the chart as the 

writer and director and legend-in-her-own-mind, 
Cecile V. DeVille, calls for pyrotechnics, sky-

diving angels, dancing camels, and more. It’s ob-

vious that this year’s production will be the great-
est ever! But when catastrophe and calamity 

send those grand plans up in smoke, their epic 

production becomes an epic fail. Visions of gran-

deur are replaced with the beauty and power of 
the simple truth of Jesus’ birth: The Son of God, 

born to humble parents, lying in a simple manger, 

come to redeem. Now that’s epic! 

Immanuel Lutheran School—Where Faith and Education Meet 

Followed by refreshments, fellowship  

and making Christmas ornaments. 

CHRISTMAS BREAK—NO SCHOOL 
DEC. 22 - JAN. 2 

GROUP PHOTOS 

Pre-kindergarten poses for a group 
photo during circle time. 

3rd - 8th Grade Girls 
lead Thursday  

morning Sing-a-long. 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
Kindergarten—8th Grade 

Presents 

Join the Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten Students 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at 6:30 pm 

For their Christmas Program 

The Preschool and K - 8th grade  
students sang for the LWML Zone Fall 

Rally. What a wonderful honor and 
opportunity that was for students 

and staff. 





4656 State 200 NW 

P O Box 307 

Walker, MN 56484 

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School 

Office:  

218.547.3156 
Pastor's Private Line:  

218.547.3580 
 

School/Fax:  

218.547.4139 
 

Church Website:  

ImmanuelLutheranWalker.org 
School Website 

ImmanuelLutheranWalker.com 
 

Join Us for Worship! 

Immanuel Messenger 
December, 2014 

Immanuel  
Lutheran Church 

The Missouri Synod 

And they will call Him 
Immanuel  

“God With Us” 

You are welcome, wanted and needed! 

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9 

Forwarding Service Requested 

When Mary kissed the face of Jesus, she kissed 
the face of God. 

Behold, the virgin 

shall conceive and 

bear a son, and they 

shall call his name 

Immanuel” (which 

means, God with 

us). 

 

- Matthew 1:23 



Farm Fresh Eggs 

Rick Schmidtke 

218-547-2354 

Altar Duty: Kathy Pinsonneault 
Elder: Mike Keske 
 
Greeters 
12/7 Jack & Kathi Hopen 
12/14 George & Bev Johnson 
12/21 Dick & Pam Kruger 
12/28 Jim & Linda Kolar 
 
Acolytes 
12/7 Kristina Harder 
12/14 Randi Nielson 
12/21 Jessica Schmidtke 
12/28 Matthew Salvhus 

 
 
Fellowship Servers 
12/7 Marilyn Bakeberg & Dar Pehling 
12/14 Lori Reeve & Phyllis Eklund 
12/21 Barb Vinkemeier 
12/28 Darlene Thue & Barb Taschner  
 
Ushers 
12/7 Dale Ross & Rick Schmidtke 
12/14 Dale Ross & Rick Schmidtke 
12/21 Will Pehling & Ralph Jankovich 
12/28 Will Pehling & Ralph Jankovich 

A huge THANK YOU to all who continue to serve our congregation! Bless you! 



Immanuel Lutheran Church                                         DECEMBER 2014                                    “God With Us” 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

November 30   

First Sunday of Advent  
9 am Worship  
10 am Fellowship                          
10:30 am Bible Study 
10:30 am Sunday School 
 

1 

Council Agenda Due  

6-7:15 pm  2nd & 3rd 
Yr Confirmation  
7 pm Board of Ed 

 

2 

 

3 

3 pm  1st Yr Confirmation 

6 pm Advent Supper 
7 pm Advent Worship 
            

         

4 

8 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

6 pm Men of Imm 
Christmas Party at 
Charlie’s Up North 
5-9 pm Pie making 

5 

 

6 

7    2
nd

 Sunday in Advent 

9 am Worship w/Communion 
10 am Fellowship                          
10:30 am Bible Study 
10:30 am Sunday School 

 

8 

10 am Elders Meet 
6-7:15 pm  2nd & 3rd 
Yr Confirmation  

 

9 

1 & 7 pm Immanuel 
School Christmas 
Program 

10  

Scrip Deadline 

3 pm  1st Yr Confirmation 

5:00 pm Council Mtg. 
6 pm Advent Supper 
7 pm Advent Worship 
 

         

11 

8 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

5-9 pm Pie making 

12 13 

12-4 pm Pie 
making 

14    3
rd

 Sunday in Advent  

9 am Worship  
10 am Fellowship                          
10:30 am Bible Study 
10:30 am Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

15 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

6-7:15 pm  2nd & 3rd 
Yr Confirmation  
 

16 

3:00 pm LWML at 
Golden Living Ctr 
6:30pm 
Preschool/Pre-K 
Christmas Program 

 

17 

3 pm  1st Yr Confirmation 

6 pm Advent Supper 
7 pm Advent Worship 
 

         

18 

8 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

19 20 

21   4
th
 Sunday in Advent  

9 am Worship w/Communion 
10 am Fellowship                          
10:30 am Bible Study 
10:30 am Sunday School 

 

Winter Begins 

22 

 

 
 

23   

 

24  Christmas Eve  

7 pm Christmas Eve  
                      Worship 

 

25 Christmas Day 

10 am Worship      
          w/Communion

 

26 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28 1

st
 Sunday after Christmas 

9 am Worship  
10 am Fellowship                          
10:30 am Bible Study 

 

29  

 

 

 

 

30  31 New Year’s Eve January 1, 2015 January 2 January 3 

 

Christmas Break No School 

Christmas Break No School 


